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The Cost of Basics
To capture the reality of household costs across Michigan, United For ALICE provides household budgets that
are tailored by location and household type. Below is data for the United Way of the Lakeshore footprint
including Muskegon, Newaygo, and Oceana Counties as an average across the board. For detailed reports per
county, see the next pages.  

The ALICE Household Survival Budget
The Household Survival Budget reflects the minimum cost to live and work in today’s economy. It includes
housing, child care, food, transportation, health care, technology, plus taxes and a 10% miscellaneous
category. This budget is the basis for determining whether households are above or below the ALICE Threshold
by county.

In 2023, household costs in every county in Michigan were well above the Federal Poverty Level of $14,580 for
a single adult and $30,000 for a family of four.



2025 ALICE Report: Covering Muskegon, Newaygo, and Oceana Counties (Point in Time in 2023)

The ALICE Household Stability Budget
The ALICE Household Stability Budget incorporates the higher costs for maintaining a more financially stable
household over time, including a 10% savings category that can be used in an emergency or for longer-term
goals like additional education or buying a home.



ALICE in Muskegon County 2025
ALICE is an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed — households that earn more than the
Federal Poverty Level, but less than the basic cost of living for the county. While conditions have improved for
some households, many continue to struggle, especially as wages fail to keep pace with the rising cost of
household essentials (housing, child care, food, transportation, health care, and a basic smartphone plan).
Households below the ALICE Threshold — ALICE households plus those in poverty — can’t afford the essentials. 

2023 Point in Time Data

As circumstances change, households may find themselves below or above the ALICE Threshold at different
times.

Population: 176,564          Number of Households: 70,042

Median Household Income: $61,189 (state average: $69,183)

Labor Force Participation Rate: 60% (state average: 62%)

ALICE Households: 29% (state average 27%)          

Households in Poverty: 15% (state average 14%)

TOTAL POPULATION UNDER THE ALICE THRESHOLD: 44%

Financial Hardship Has Changed Over Time in Muskegon County

Number of ALICE & Poverty-Level Households, Muskegon County, 2023



Percentage of Households, Muskegon County, 2023

2025 ALICE Report: Muskegon County

Financial Hardship in Not Equally Distributed
By total number, groups with the largest population of households below the ALICE Threshold tend to also be
in the largest demographic groups. However, when looking at the proportion of each group that is below the
ALICE Threshold, it is clear that some groups are more likely to be ALICE than others.

Percentage of Households, Muskegon County, 2023
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Group % Below ALICE Threshold

Single or Cohabiting (no children) 42%

Married (with children) 15%

Single-Female Headed Household (with children) 81%

Single-Male Headed Household (with children) 56%

Group % Below ALICE Threshold

Under 25 Years 67%

25 to 44 Years 43%

45 to 64 Years 37%

65 Years and Over 50%

2025 ALICE Report: Muskegon County

There were also differences in financial hardship by household type and age of householder. 

Household Type, Muskegon County, 2023

Age of Householder, Muskegon, 2023



2025 ALICE Report: Muskegon County

The Cost of Basics Outpaces Wages

The Labor Landscape is Challenging for ALICE Workers 
A small portion of adults (16 years and older) in Muskegon County were unemployed and a large number were
working in 2023. However, a substantial portion of both full- and part-time workers are paid by the hour; these
workers are more likely to have fluctuations in income and less likely to receive benefits.



Name Total
Households

% Below ALICE
Threshold

Blue Lake township 853 34

Casnovia township 865 27

Cedar Creek township 1238 37

Dalton township 3628 28

Egelston township 4078 45

Fruitland township 2585 31

Fruitport charter township 5645 28

Holton township 945 38

Laketon township 2960 21

Montague city 1014 34

Montague township 600 24

Moorland township 531 38

Muskegon charter township 7089 49

Muskegon city 13721 56

Muskegon Heights city 3794 73

North Muskegon city 1578 27

Norton Shores city 9761 36

Ravenna township 1090 39

Roosevelt Park city 1806 43

Sullivan township 1078 46

White River township 528 16

Whitehall city 1084 43

Whitehall township 641 37

2025 ALICE Report: Muskegon County

Financial Hardship Varies by Location in Muskegon County

There is substantial variation in the number of
households who live below the ALICE Threshold
within the county. Explore the map and table
below to learn more. The map is shaded to show
the percentage of households that are below the
ALICE Threshold (poverty-level and ALICE
households combined). The darker the blue, the
higher the percentage.



ALICE in Newaygo County 2025
ALICE is an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed — households that earn more than the
Federal Poverty Level, but less than the basic cost of living for the county. While conditions have improved for
some households, many continue to struggle, especially as wages fail to keep pace with the rising cost of
household essentials (housing, child care, food, transportation, health care, and a basic smartphone plan).
Households below the ALICE Threshold — ALICE households plus those in poverty — can’t afford the essentials. 

2023 Point in Time Data

As circumstances change, households may find themselves below or above the ALICE Threshold at different
times.

Population: 50,414       Number of Households: 19,428

Median Household Income: $61,931 (state average: $69,183)

Labor Force Participation Rate: 56% (state average: 62%)

ALICE Households: 29% (state average 27%)          

Households in Poverty: 13% (state average 14%)

TOTAL POPULATION UNDER THE ALICE THRESHOLD: 42%

Financial Hardship Has Changed Over Time in Newaygo County

Number of ALICE & Poverty-Level Households, Newaygo County, 2023



Percentage of Households, Newaygo County, 2023

2025 ALICE Report: Newaygo County

Financial Hardship in Not Equally Distributed
By total number, groups with the largest population of households below the ALICE Threshold tend to also be
in the largest demographic groups. However, when looking at the proportion of each group that is below the
ALICE Threshold, it is clear that some groups are more likely to be ALICE than others.

Percentage of Households, Newaygo County, 2023

% Poverty % ALICE % Above ALICE
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Group % Below ALICE Threshold

Single or Cohabiting (no children) 38%

Married (with children) 20%

Single-Female Headed Household (with children) 76%

Single-Male Headed Household (with children) 62%

Group % Below ALICE Threshold

Under 25 Years 57%

25 to 44 Years 34%

45 to 64 Years 40%

65 Years and Over 52%

2025 ALICE Report: Newaygo County

There were also differences in financial hardship by household type and age of householder. 

Household Type, Newaygo County, 2023

Age of Householder, Muskegon, 2023



2025 ALICE Report: Newaygo County

The Cost of Basics Outpaces Wages

The Labor Landscape is Challenging for ALICE Workers 
A small portion of adults (16 years and older) in Newaygo County were unemployed and a large number were
working in 2023. However, a substantial portion of both full- and part-time workers are paid by the hour; these
workers are more likely to have fluctuations in income and less likely to receive benefits.



ALICE in Oceana County 2025
ALICE is an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed — households that earn more than the
Federal Poverty Level, but less than the basic cost of living for the county. While conditions have improved for
some households, many continue to struggle, especially as wages fail to keep pace with the rising cost of
household essentials (housing, child care, food, transportation, health care, and a basic smartphone plan).
Households below the ALICE Threshold — ALICE households plus those in poverty — can’t afford the essentials. 

2023 Point in Time Data

As circumstances change, households may find themselves below or above the ALICE Threshold at different
times.

Population: 26,788      Number of Households: 10,247

Median Household Income: $63,624 (state average: $69,183)

Labor Force Participation Rate: 56% (state average: 62%)

ALICE Households: 31% (state average 27%)          

Households in Poverty: 12% (state average 14%)

TOTAL POPULATION UNDER THE ALICE THRESHOLD: 43%

Financial Hardship Has Changed Over Time in Oceana County

Number of ALICE & Poverty-Level Households, Oceana County, 2023



Percentage of Households, Oceana County, 2023

2025 ALICE Report: Oceana County

Financial Hardship in Not Equally Distributed
By total number, groups with the largest population of households below the ALICE Threshold tend to also be
in the largest demographic groups. However, when looking at the proportion of each group that is below the
ALICE Threshold, it is clear that some groups are more likely to be ALICE than others.

Percentage of Households, Oceana County, 2023

% Poverty % ALICE % Above ALICE
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Group % Below ALICE Threshold

Single or Cohabiting (no children) 41%

Married (with children) 26%

Single-Female Headed Household (with children) 75%

Single-Male Headed Household (with children) 63%

Group % Below ALICE Threshold

Under 25 Years 76%

25 to 44 Years 36%

45 to 64 Years 41%

65 Years and Over 48%

2025 ALICE Report: Oceana County

There were also differences in financial hardship by household type and age of householder. 

Household Type, Oceana County, 2023

Age of Householder, Oceana County, 2023



2025 ALICE Report: Oceana County

The Cost of Basics Outpaces Wages

The Labor Landscape is Challenging for ALICE Workers 
A small portion of adults (16 years and older) in Oceana County were unemployed and a large number were
working in 2023. However, a substantial portion of both full- and part-time workers are paid by the hour; these
workers are more likely to have fluctuations in income and less likely to receive benefits.



Name Total
Households

% Below ALICE
Threshold

Benona township 623 37

Claybanks township 344 39

Colfax township 163 48

Crystal township 245 59

Elbridge township, 347 44

Ferry township 476 41

Golden township 835 41

Grant township 984 47

Greenwood township 430 57

Hart city 733 53

Hart township 811 48

Leavitt township 357 54

Newfield township 878 36

Otto township 280 41

Pentwater township 787 33

Shelby township 1477 38

Weare township 477 44

2025 ALICE Report: Oceana County

Financial Hardship Varies by Location in Oceana County

There is substantial variation in the number of
households who live below the ALICE Threshold
within the county. Explore the map and table
below to learn more. The map is shaded to show
the percentage of households that are below the
ALICE Threshold (poverty-level and ALICE
households combined). The darker the blue, the
higher the percentage.


